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searching and sore worry an English colony was established
at Madraspatam. The original conditions were that the
Europeans should be confined to one part of the town and
the non/Europeans to the other. Thus was the early Madras
a black town and a white town.
Dealings in calicoes and muslin, the proximity of the
Golconda diamond mines and a "considerable trade with
China, Persia and Mocha'* were apparently the elements of
Madras's original prosperity. A fort was built, but it was a
mere shell, and when the French came along in 1746 they
found it an easy prey. For three years the French flag waved
in the sea-breezes of Madras, then the peace of Aix/la^Chapelle
restored it to the British,
There is much more to be told about Madras and how it
developed; about the memorable siege of 1758 and how its
brave defenders were animated by the best insuncts of colonising
human nature; but I will pass on to what there is to be seen
there.
It is in some respects a dusty hole. When you land you are
agreeably impressed, and then you begin to wade in dust and
to hear the clang of dirty/lookmg tramcars. Palm trees will
wave stiffly above you, and there will be a romantic gleam on
the waves at the sea^front; but the dust insists on being seen
and felt. You are driven to the Cathedral built in the Italian
style; at Government House you may be shown the picture of
Eyre Coote whom the old Sepoys used to salute with such
reverence. A museum of some fame and great interest is also
in Madras, while everybody who lives in the district is proud
of the Observatory. It was established before the British
Crown became responsible for the government of India, and
is a memorial to the desire of early settlers to advance human
knowledge under the blazing suns of the East.
Those who like Madras like her very much. On the other
hand, those who do not like her never tire of cursing her. She
is thus one man's food and another man's poison. She has
great trade, and is packed with busy commercial houses. The